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In this issue:

Negative press & what the
SIA is doing about it
As many members will have seen, there has been a further
spate of negative articles in the national press around wood
burning stoves over the past few days.

Negative Press

We wanted to let our members know what we have done in
response to this and share with you a number of resources
that we would encourage you all to use to help counter
these headlines.

What the SIA is doing about it

What you can do to help

Questions and comments on this
newsletter and suggestions for future
issues can be sent to:
Erica Malkin, secretary general
erica@stoveindustryalliance.com
07891 097842
Morley Sage, chair
morley@stoveindustryalliance.com
07970 006862
James Verlaque, technical manager
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07427 034245
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SIA responses to the media
On Friday 12th February the Daily Express ran an article authored by Dr Gary Fuller in both its
online and print issues. The SIA sent a response to both the editor in chief and the environment
editor at the Daily Express pointing out the many inaccuracies in Dr Fuller's article. You can
read our response in full here.
Concerned about Dr Fuller's connections with Imperial College which we know to be involved
with Defra's latest round of research into air quality, we also contacted Professor ApSimon at
Imperial college. You can read this letter in full here.
Professor ApSimon has responded to the SIA with the following comment:

Thankyou very much for your letter and the information you have given
on wood-burning.
I should make it clear that Gary Fuller is from the ERG group on the
White City Campus, and has nothing to do with our work for Defra in
the Centre for Environmental Policy at Imperial College- so I cannot
take any responsibility for what he has said.
But we are concerned about the large uncertainties in wood burned
and its condition, the way in which it is used (open hearth to ecodesign
stove) and are aware of the improvements in modern stove design if
operated properly; and Defra are working on this. So I think we shall be
doing more than looking at the NAEI assumptions alone.
I have forwarded your letter to Sarah Reeves in the Defra team putting
the scenarios together, and to Ben Warren from Wood Plc- and thank
you for the independent data you have provided.

It is greatly encouraging to get such a response and ensures that the lines of communication are
open between Prof. ApSimon and the SIA going forward.
On Tuesday 16th Feb we were approached by The Times for a comment on the government's
latest publication of statistics on air pollutants in the UK. This is a report that is updated
annually and covers the trends in emissions of six types of air pollutants including PM2.5. The
journalist also asked the SIA to comment on Ecodesign & the number of stoves being installed in
the UK
You can read our response to The Times here and can see that the SIA is referenced in the
article that they then published which you can read here.
On Tuesday evening we were also contacted by the Daily Mail / Mail Online and we issued a
similar reponse to them which can be read here.

SIA responses to the media
Today, Wednesday 17th February, several other publications have reported on the latest
government data. Including in this reporting is reference to a large user study that has been
conducted by Kantar on behalf of Defra. Until its publication yesterday, the SIA was unaware
when this research would be published or what it would say. You can access this research
here.
What the media have effectively done is combined the latest government data - which has
changed little from what we already know - with snippets taken from the Kantar report, to support
new headlines which suggest that "38% of PM2.5 is being caused by just 8% of people".
We would like to reassure members that once again these headlines are factually incorrect and
we are now preparing a press release which explains why to send to all our key media titles.
In addition, we are undertaking a full review of the Kantar report and will come back to members
in due course with our full analysis of this. We do however want to draw members' attention to a
number of big POSITIVES that come out of this research:
Using the data gathered by Kantar, Defra has produced a document (Annexe A)
Estimating UK domestic solid fuel consumption, in which the SIA's previous findings that
the total volume of wood burnt in the UK is much lower than what is quoted in the Clean
Air Strategy are supported. Defra's states a figure of just under 1.75 million tonnes of
wood burnt indoors which much more closely aligns with the SIA figure of 1.85 million
tonnes.

It is clearly explained within the Kantar report's executive summary that its report should
"not be used to infer conclusions on quantities" and that this work was conducted by Defra
as outlined above.

Findings by Kantar based on in-depth interviews and quantitative research point to the fact
that the majority of respondents support wood burning and do not want to see it restricted.

What you can do to help?
All SIA members can do their bit to help share the SIA's key messages to help combat
this negative press.
You can do this by sharing the SIA's misconceptions video and the SIA's 'Real Facts'
infographic, both of which can be downloaded using the links below.
This can be done on your social media channels, on your website and in any blogs you
produce.

We would urge all members to try and share these resources in some
way within the next 48 hours, this way we can all ensure that we do our
bit to make the industry's voice heard.
Please share these links with your marketing teams to ensure that this can be
done.

Let's all work together to share the REAL
FACTS about wood burning stoves!

